Students’ Association 
+ Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 


Pune: 411004 


Date - 08/07/2015 


To, 

Mr. Sanjay Murthy, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 
Government of India 


Sir, 


The students of the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) are grateful to the Hon. Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting for hearing our concerns, as presented by the Panel that visited the 
Hon. Office on 03/07/2015 in New Delhi. During the talks, several positive proposals were put forth 
for the future and we are thankful for all your considerations and concerns regarding the 
upgradation of the institute into ‘an Institute of National Importance.’ 


We would also like to thank you for clarifying the government's stance that they have no intention of 
privatizing FTII. In this regard, we hope that the government would continue to extend its financial 
support especially in this crucial transitional phase that the FTII is going through. 


Even as the talks went amicably, the main concern of the students- to keep the newly formed FTII 
Society in a passive state- was not given due attention. We suggest that the recommendation made by 
the panel, to constitute a committee of experts to suggest norms and guidelines for setting up of the 
FTII Society as well as to look into the crisis at hand, should be considered with immediate effect. We 
still await your response to the submission made by the panel regarding the ongoing crisis. In view of 
the same the students are left with no other option but to go ahead with their strike. 


It has been brought to our notice that the interview for the Director's post will be conducted on the 
13/07/2015, as the term of the current Director is set to end soon. As the nominated Chairman, Mr. 
Gajendra Chauhan will head the selection panel. In view of the nation-wide support for the ongoing 
strike at FTII, this move is extremely disheartening and puts into doubt the ministry's commitment 
towards resolving the crisis. 


As mentioned in the submissions made to you during the meeting, the Chairman and few other 
appointments in the FTII society are under dispute. Three eminent people have already resigned 
from the society. Legal concerns with respect to two other members raise serious questions 
regarding the legitimacy of this proposed body. 


Given the above, any fresh appointments and policy decisions made by the Chairman or the Society 
members at large, is ill-advised and will be condemned by all stakeholders. We hope that the Ministry 
considers the recommendations submitted to them by the Panel during the meeting and helps 
resolve the crisis at the earliest. 


Waiting for a positive response. 


Harishankar Nachimuthu 
President 


Students’ Association, FTII 


CC: Joint Secretary, Ministry of I&B, Government of India 


